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PEUGEOT 404
CONVERTIBLE

French ideas on Grand Touring
include silence, economy
and long-distance comfort

S ugar, spice and many standard parts are the ingredi-
ents of a “personal” car, a term originally coined by
Ford for the Thunderbird. The Peugeot 404 Pinin-
farina-bodied convertible is a “personal” car, cut from
production-line cloth, wrapped in a sleek special body,
and a member of the same club as the VW Karmann-
Ghia, the Renault Caravelle, and the Volvo P-1800. To
all appearances, it may be expected to enjoy the same
measure of success as its predecessors even though—or
perhaps because—it is not a rip-snortin’ sportin’ ma-
chine.

The two-door convertible (or, optionally, hardtop)
body, designed and built by Pininfarina, is handsome
in the manner of a Fiat Spyder and every bit as robust
and rattle-free as the regular 404 sedan. The soft top is
easily coaxed up or down, fits tautly on its frame and
is well sealed against wind and weather, making nor-
mal conversation possible up to 75 mph. The seating
plan might be described as two-plus-two-plus, mean-
ing that the two rear seats are more than occasional—
adults are not unduly cramped and children will remain
complacent about as long as they would in a Ford.

Another point of major departure from the normal
404 is the use of (German) Kugelfischer fuel injection
on an otherwise virgin Peugeot engine, raising the
power to 85 bhp from the stock 72 bhp. The injection
really delivers what the Chevrolet billboards promise
—Jet Smoothness—with remarkable silence. It brings
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to mind the fuel-injected Maserati 3500-GT (May ’62
C/D) which could pull away from a walking pace in
top gear without faltering. With less than half the
Maserati’s displacement and two fewer cylinders, the
Peugeot could not quite duplicate that trick, but it could
accelerate from idle to over 60 mph in third gear. Top
gear spans an 8.5-97 mph range.

This sort of flexibility can be had only with fuel in-
jection (complexity being the only disadvantage) and
it is unfortunate that the Kugelfischer system is not
made optional on all 404s and 403s. The higher initial
cost of fuel injection would eventually be paid off by
the reduced fuel consumption; f.i. meters gasoline
much more accurately and no fuel is wasted. On the
overrun (using the engine as a brake), gas cut-off is
complete, under part or full throttle the mixture is
exactly controlled, and even when starting up in cold
weather the pop-back ‘“easy-start” button enriches the
mixture only long enough to fire the engine. Driving
fast on dry roads, the test car recorded 36-38 mpg and
it was impossible to average less than 30 mpg, regard-
less of wheelspin, test runs, mountain or city driving.

To begin with, Peugeot will bring in the convertible
404 with carburetor engines, but we expect that the
fuel injection version will be made available as soon as
Peugeot dealers are ready to service it.

The most lasting impression given by the 404 con-
vertible is its high level of refinement—a by-product
of using a known, proved design as a basis for a special
model. This refinement is most evident in the finish,
which is flawless, and in the car’s behavior: it accom-
plishes whatever is asked of it with little or no fuss.

During test-driving of the 404 convertible on all
manner of Italian, Swiss and French roads, the silence
and lack of vibration were particularly noteworthy.
The springing is almost unbelievably good; no road-
surface irregularities are transmitted to the occupants
and the body lean is minimal in sharp corners. Steering
into a high-speed bend, the car sets itself up at a mod-
erate roll angle and simply tracks around.

The 404’s handling eases perceptibly through neutral
steer characteristics at sensible speeds to a final over-
steer as the limits of prudence and adhesion are ap-
proached. The car is unusually stable while braking
into a turn, but tigering a hairpin will get daylight
under the inside rear wheel—the highest average speeds
are maintained with all four wheels on the ground.

The drum brakes are large and fade-free; they de-
celerate the car swiftly and die-straight, even after
hours of plummeting down Alpine passes with the
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brakes warmed to a fare-thee-well. Moreover, the re-
quired pedal pressure remains moderate. On one occa-
sion, a well-known sports car with four-wheel disc
brakes was hard pressed to keep up with the 404’s stop-
ping ability; the competitor had problems with alter-
nately locking brakes and darted in several different
directions before being able to resume the normal line.

The hand-brake lever appears to be a hand-me-
down from an earlier, less enlightened era: the pistol-
grip handle is located too far forward, so that the
driver must bend his nose to the steering wheel to
grasp it. This position is not only awkward and undig-
nified but also impossible to achieve when laced into a
safety belt-harness (lap and over-the-shoulder).

The instrument panel is also straight out of the nor-
mal 404—with a speedometer of average legibility, no
tachometer, a warning light rather than an oil-pressure
gauge and no warning lights for choke or hand brake.
The gas gauge, however, has a red light which flickers
when the fuel level is getting low. Speedometer accuracy
is above the average for the French industry.

From the 203 to the 403, Peugeot used an overdrive
fourth gear. The 404 series has a new version of the
same basic transmission, but with direct top. Because

Peugeot was one of the first to adopt synchromesh for -

first gear (in 1954) it is doubly regrettable that the
synchromesh quality of the 404 convertible is so poor;
noiseless engagement of first gear is virtually impossi-
ble. Only if it is treated as a non-synchromesh affair—
with courageous double-clutching-—are good results
consistently obtainable.

The column shift favored for so long by Peugeot is
even more of an anomaly on the more sporting con-
vertible. Although the transmission is four-speed, the
shift pattern is exactly like that of an American three-
speed manual column shift, but with the addition of the
fourth gear hidden behind second (from third, move
the lever to neutral, press forward and then up).
Newcomers to the Peugeot 404 give the gearshift rough-
ly the same achievement rating as the underwater bas-
ketweaving, but it’s really not difficult, and one quickly
gets used to it.

Thanks to the marvelous flexibility of the engine, the
gear ratios constitute less of an irritation than might
be expected. They are so widely spaced as to be more
suitable for a station wagon or a pick-up truck where
heavy loads, steep hills and slow speeds often make a
low starting gear mandatory. All normal in-traffic
work in the 404 convertible is done in third gear, with
the smooth whir of the engine inaudible among the
swarms of lighter-weights noisily trying to keep the
pace the 404 maintains so easily.

The 404 convertible is an extremely pleasant car,
giving much satisfaction and making very few demands
—just sporty enough to give the faint-hearted pause,
and still hold the interest of the hard-driving car fan-
cier. Moreover, for Francophiles willing to overlook
the originated-in-Italy bodywork, it is probably the
best all-Gaul design to emerge from La Belle France
since the much-lamented Delages, Delahayes, Talbots
and Hotchkisses of prewar days.

The Lion of Belfort, which forms the centerpiece on
the grille, is truly representative of the whole car,
combining French inspiration with German precision,
Swiss quality and Italian grace. The 404 sedan, at
$2645, is generally regarded as the pinnacle of value
for money; the 404 convertible at $3995 is less con-
vincing on the score of economy. But five dollars short
of four grand seems to be a popular price for high-
grade European automobiles these days and if it’s not an
exorbitant price tag for the others, it’s certainly justified
for Peugeot. clo
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PEUGEOT 404 CONVERTIBLE

Importer: Peugeot Inc.
97-45 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, New York.

Price as tested: $3995 POE Boston,

Massachusetts.
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PEUGEOT 404 CONVERTIBLE
Top speed, observed 97 mph
20 Temperature 40° F
/ Wind velocity 11 mph
I Altitude above sea level 650 ft
10 In 4 runs, 0.60 mph
I times varied
I between 17 2 and 18.0 seconds
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ENGINE
Water-cooled four-in-line, cast iron block, 5 main

bearings
Bore x stroke....... 3.31 x 2.87 in, 84 x 73 mm
Displacementsslias il & 5 98.7 cu in, 1618 cc
Compression Tatio:. . .. «as o oe o, 8.8 to one
Carburetion . . . . Kugelfischer port-type injection
Valve gear. .. .. .. Inclined overhead valves with
pushrods and central rocker shaft
Power (SABE) . ;i s 2kl 85 bhp @ 5500 rpm
TORQUES 3 s mssatie et ¥ 102 Ibs-ft @ 2800 rpm
Specific power output. .. ... 0.86 bhp per cu in,

52.5 bhp per liter
Usable range of engine speeds. ..500-5500 rpm
Electrical system. .. .12-volt, 55 amp-hr battery,
300 W generator

Fuel recommendedt: . -5 .. o e . Premium
Mileagegl s e o o s BB v 30-38 mpg
Range on 11-gallon tank. ... ... .. 330-420 miles
DRIVE TRAIN
GIUTEhRT . S e 81/-inch single dry plate
Transmission.4-speed all-synchromesh gearbox
mph/1000 Max
Gear Ratio Over-all rpm mph
Rev 4.32 17.28 —-4.3 —23.6
1st 4.00 16.80 4.4 24.2
2nd 2:21 9.29 8.0 44.0
3rd 1.42 5.97 12.4 70.0
4th 1.00 4.20 1757 97.0
5th &
Binal N drive Bration:, .. o o o s 4.20 to one
CHASSIS
Unit-construction, all-steel structure.
Wheelbase s oL oA TS ....1043 in
ekl =Tt Ot R 5810 REB0:56 N
LEengbhap it ok St oSk M il o N AL BN
Wid b - =08 S e 66.5 in
Height w5k o Sl oy O e Wi ..56in
Ground ‘cleafancel = 5 T ol SO DEIT
Bry:-Weight it (e ar 5.0 S 00 e e 23751 bs
Curb weight s T e oo 2ol b o= hrois 2450 |bs
Test weight , .. .. ... = ' O SR 2700 Ibs
Weight distribution front/rear. . 56/44 9%,
Pounds per bhp (test weight). .. .. 317
Suspension F Ind., MacPherson coil spring
struts and lower wishbone, anti-
roll bar.

R Rigid axle, torque tube and diag-
onal arms, vertical coil springs.
Brakes....11-in drums front and rear, 313.6
sq in swept area
Steering 2. . 7% s emwF0
Turns, lock to lock. . .
Turning circle
TUEES 5. oy e bt

..... Rack and pinion
Al e e 31

CHECK LIST

ENGINE

Stantinpietctmeras e et Excellent
Respanser: I i i st e o D0 Good
INOISESE e ena m i uy Tefi e a3 i Excellent
Vibration g i e St o T Excellent
DRIVE TRAIN

Clutchsaction iizialie @ s i v Good
Transmission linkage............... .. Poor
Synchromeshiaction:ts i st =il Poor
Power-to-ground transmission....... Good
BRAKES

RESPONSE s, Sl o Ldian T2 o 1ol Good
Pedal pressure................. . Very good
Fade resistance... .. ... ... ... .. Very good
SmoothNessSrtstEEaec st ie S Very good
Directionaltstabilitys -2 o 8 v Very good
STEERING

RESDONSE 5. .. iksotnncs om0 7. 2 Excellent
ACCUIrACY e A e AR o Excellent
Beedbacle =8 -8 e St e Fair
Road:feeles b o 5 i e e Excellent
SUSPENSION

Harshness contro!........... .. Very good
Rollfstiffnessi s St oot Very good
irackinga=w. v rab gl Asame i - 0 ...Good
Ritchicontrol: % . i ins o0 5 Very good
Shock damping..................Very good
CONTROLS

[toCatiOMpRE s et 8 * o nr s = s e S Fair
Relationship .t .. oepitaam=ill 0 Good
Smalllcontrolsisnt ot e o Excellent
INTER!IOR

VisS|bHitylos e sty st n ol Fuy e Good
Instrumentations = i 0ain e Adequate
Eightime: 8 - e e o e ... *Excellent
Entry/exitas, - S0 si e P 2 e e e Fair
Front seating comfort........ ... .. .. Good
Front seating roem..:............Excellent
Rear seatingcomfort. - .. ... . 0. . Fair
Rear seatingroom........ ... ... Poor
Storage space...................Very good
Wind noise. ... .5 i o7 Excellent
RO NOISE L r s e s Very good
WEATHER PROTECTION

e A e T e L St o . Good
BIefroSTER e stintieeie o8 Sues vl i e Good
VeERTIationk ol v oot s st Good
Weather sealing. ..................... Good
Windshield wiper action...............Poor
QUALITY CONTROL

Materials, exterior........... ... . Excellent
Materials, interior............... Very good
ExteriorfinishEte o s Very good
InteriorfimiShl: s s o Very good
Hardware and trim.............. Excellent
GENERAL

Service accessibility........... .. Excellent
Eliggageispaces = o S Good
Bumper protection . «.i. .2l oo hE S Fair
Exterior lighting. .. ............... Excellent
Resistance to crosswinds............ Good
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